Introduction to Brain 
12:30-1:45, Tuesdays and Thursday 
Spring 2002
Purpose:  The purpose of this class is to introduce you to what is currently known about the nervous system mechanisms that govern our behavior and to provide you with a better understanding of the scientific methods that are used to generate this knowledge. 

Course Objectives: 
General: To gain an understanding and appreciation of how our brain affects our      behavior.  I want you to understand enough about the brain so that you can properly evaluate and appreciate the scientific articles you will read in the popular press.. 

Specific:  The student will gain general knowledge about: 
1. How the brain works 
a. How the neurons transmit information 
b. How the brain gathers information 
c. How it directs our movements, speech and actions 
d. How it learns and remembers 
2. How drugs can affect our brain 
3. How balance is maintained: Homeostasis, wakefulness and sleep, stress and relaxation, hormones and sexual behavior. 

Honors Students:  Please come see me the first week of class and have in mind a special project or paper you would like to do for honors credit.  I will work with you on this as much as you would like.  If you choose to write a paper it should be about 5 pages excluding references.  The topic should be on something or someone who interests you that is related to class material. 

Office hours: 8:00-11:00 TR. If these hours do not work for you please make an appointment to see me.   It is better to see me before a possible problem rather than after  it has occurred. 

Exams:  There will be four sectional exams, mostly multiple choice, on the dates shown on your schedule.  Only three of these exams will be used to calculate your final grade.   You must take the last exam.  There are no make up exams. (Remember, however, only 3 of the quizzes are required, so one can be either missed or deleted.)  There will be no final exam. 

Grades: Scores on each exam will be converted to percentage values. Final grades will be determined by averaging the percentage values from your three best exams (i.e., your lowest exam score will be dropped, if you took all 4 exams)., Percentages    are as follows:  90 = A;   80 - 89 = B; 70 - 79 = C; 60 - 69 = D; and below 60 = F.   This division is subject to modification. 
 

