Chapter 8 & 9 Critique Exercise                Sr. Group Member:__________________

8.
Language:  Being Concise

Concise writing is crisp, vigorous, and quickly comprehended.  
a. Eliminate Redundancies. Some repetitions serve to reinforce, others are unnecessary and should be eliminated.  Each member of your team, take half a page of your paper and hunt for redundancies of the following types.  As a group, come up with simplifications for any of these redundancies that you found.  
i. Adjectives  “Aluminum metal cathode”
ii. Adverbs  “increasingly more widespread”

iii. Examples

Already existing    
Alternative choice     
At the present time


Basic fundamentals
Currently being
Empty space
Had done previously,…

b. Eliminate Writing Zeros.  Search your article for phrases that add no meaning.  Here are a few, but feel free to add your favorites to the list and search for them too. For each, consider whether their host sentences could be rephrased to be just as strong or stronger without these phrases.  Keep count of how many dead-weight phrases you could eliminate.
it is interesting to note that


it should be pointed out that
as a matter of fact



in the course of
I might add that



the fact that
it is noteworthy that



the presence of
it is significant that



​​​​​​​​​​____________________

What was the total number of these phrases you could eliminate?______________
c. Reducing Sentences to Simplest Forms
The general recommendation is, whatever grammatical structure you’re looking at, use the least words.  

i. Nounded Verbs (not a real word).  One opportunity for improvement is looking for verbs that have been turned into nouns (nounded verbs?) like “establishment” and “measurement” and rephrase their host sentences in terms of the verbs: establish and measure.  Search for “ment” and when you find it, discuss whether the sentence in which you found it could be improved by rephrasing to use the related verb instead.  If you find such an example, give it below.

ii. Needlessly Passive verbs.  Aside from being lifeless, sentences constructed with passive verbs often are more complicated than they need to be. Find a passive paragraph (a flag to search for is a lot of is’s), and discuss how it could be rephrased in active voice. 
9. Language:  Being Fluid

a. Vary Sentence Rhythms.  When sentences have the same structure (order and length), they become monotonous and tiring to read.
i. Beginning options.  Pick sixteen consecutive sentences and indicate, from the list below, how each opens.
S-V:  Subject – verb


Prep: Prepositional phrase
Trans: Transition words

Claus: Introductory clause
Infinit: Infinitive phrase

Part:
Participle phrase
?: Verb (question)


Other
1.______________________

2.______________________
3.______________________ 
4.______________________
5.______________________ 
6.______________________
7.______________________

8.______________________
9.______________________

10._____________________

11._____________________

12._____________________

13._____________________

14._____________________

15._____________________ 
16._____________________

Does your selection rely too heavily on one or two openings, or does it have a good variety?

ii. Varying Sentence Lengths.  Sentences should have average word counts in the teens, and significantly change length every third or fourth sentence.  The occasional outlier – particularly long or short sentence – provides refreshing variety and attracts extra emphasis.  To see whether your sample has a good variety of sentence lengths, count the words in each of sixteen consecutive sentences.
1.______________________

2.______________________

3.______________________ 
4.______________________

5.______________________ 
6.______________________

7.______________________

8.______________________

9.______________________

10._____________________

11._____________________

12._____________________

13._____________________

14._____________________

15._____________________ 
16._____________________

1. What is the average word count, and is it in the teens?______________
2. Does the sentence length change every third or fourth sentence? ______
3. Are there a few outliers, particularly long or short sentences?_________ 

4. Overall, would you say that your selection does a good or poor job of varying sentence length?
iii. Varying Sentence Structure. A paper with too many simple sentences is monotonous, while one with too many complex sentences is convoluted.  A paper with a variety of sentence structures flows naturally and keeps the reader engaged.  Alley classifies sentence structure as simple, compound, and complex.  
Simple: just one clause.

Alley’s example:  Lava from a nonexplosive eruption ordinarily contains only 0.2 percent water.   
Compound: two or more independent clauses, often connected by an and.

Alley’s example: Precursor activity to the eruption began on March 20, 1980, and many times during the next two months the mountain shook for minutes.
Complex: one or more dependent clause in addition to at least one independent clause.

Alley example: Although the amount of devastation caused by the May 18 blast was a surprise, the eruption itself had been expected for weeks.

Look over a sample of sixteen consecutive sentences, and classify them according to their structure.

1.______________________

2.______________________

3.______________________ 
4.______________________

5.______________________ 
6.______________________

7.______________________

8.______________________

9.______________________

10._____________________

11._____________________

12._____________________

13._____________________

14._____________________

15._____________________ 
16._____________________

iv. Varying Paragraph Length. A single paragraph contains one main idea. Paragraph ends are like traffic lights – long pauses where you contemplate the road you’ve just traveled and get ready for a new stretch.  Reading several short paragraphs in a row is jarring, while reading very long paragraphs is tiring.  Varying their lengths keeps your reader engaged and provides emphasis (to the very short) and connections (within the rather long.)  
Look over your paper and count the number of lines (not sentences, but actual lines on the page) in each paragraph; give the counts below.

Do they average between seven and fourteen lines long (as Alley suggests they should), or is the distribution skewed toward the rather short or the rather long?

Does paragraph length vary significantly or is the distribution of lengths fairly tight?

v. Eliminating Discontinuities

1. Making transitions between ideas.  A well-written paper uses transition words to help the reader recognize the relevant relationships between ideas (a poorly written one lacks or uses the wrong transition words and thereby confuses the reader.)  Ideas can continue in the same vein, pause for deeper consideration, or reverse direction.  Search your document for the following transitional words.  There are many transition words in the English language (see the lists at https://www.msu.edu/~jdowell/135/transw.html .)    Some examples are listed below.
Continuation
Pause


Reversal

Also

for instance

however

Moreover

for example

on the other hand

First…second
In other words

conversely

Similarly

consider

then again

Therefore




but

Each member of your group, read half a page of your sample paper, looking for transition words, and determine the fraction of sentences that contain them.  Combining your findings, what fraction of sentences use transition words?

2. Incorporating Equations.  Alley recommends the following for communicating equations clearly.  If your sample reading uses equations, note how well (or poorly) it follows this guidance. 
a. Make their importance evident (don’t give unimportant ones)

b. Make as clear as possible – define all terms.

c. Give limitations of applicability / validity

d. Consider giving example using the equation

e. Explain the meaning of the equation

f. In a derivation, don’t make weak transitions & needless jumps.
