Chapter 6 & 7 Critique Exercise                Sr. Group Member:__________________

Ch 6.  Language: Being Forthright 
1. Controlling Tone:  Forthright writing isn’t pretentious, arrogant, or silly.  

a. Avoiding Pretentious Words.  Search your article for pretentious words and try replacing them with less pretentious ones.  Here’s a list of some pretentious words (and their simple replacements), but feel free to search for more others too.  For each, mark how many instances you find. (Warning: not all instances of these words will be pretentious; you be the judge.)

    Pretentious             
Simple
1. Approximately…….
About




_____
2. Component……….. 
part




_____
3. Facilitate…………..
cause, bring about (make easier)
_____
4. Implement…………
put into effect



_____
5. Manufacturability….
can manufacture


_____
6. [any verb]ability……
can [any verb]



_____
7. Utilize……………..
use




_____
8. [most-ize verbs]





_____
9. [most –ized adjectives]




_____
10. Utilization………… 
use




_____
11. [most –ization nouns]





_____
12. _______________________




_____
13. _______________________




_____
b. Avoid Arrogant Phrases.  Search your article for arrogant phrases.  Here are a few, but feel free to add your favorites to the list and search for them too. For each, mark how many instances you find.
1. “as is well known”





_____
2. “clearly demonstrates”




_____
3. “it is obvious”






_____
4. _______________________




_____
5. _______________________




_____

c. Avoid silliness.  Search your article for silliness.  I’d be surprised if you actually found any in a research article, but give it a shot (cliché!).  Here are a few silly choices, but feel free to add your favorites to the list and search for them too. For each, mark how many instances you find.
1. Exclamations, “!”





_____
2. Ellipses “…”






_____
3. Clichés like …ballpark…, …come up to speed…, 

_____
4. Catch phrases






_____
1. Choose Strong Nouns 
a. Abstract Nouns  Sometimes an abstract noun is required, but they should be kept to a minimum.  Search your article for the following abstract nouns; for each, mark how many instances you find.
1. Ability







_____
2. Approach






_____
3. Capability






_____
4. Concept






_____
5. Environment






_____
6. Factor







_____
7. Nature







_____
8. Parameter






_____
b. Concrete or Abstract?  Abstract nouns exist for a reason, still, using them when concrete ones could have been used needlessly weakens the writing.  Pick any section of the paper and list the first twenty nouns you encounter, then label them as concrete, if they evoke specific senses – sights, sounds, etc. not vague ones; otherwise, label them as abstract.
1. ____________________   concrete / abstract
2. ____________________   concrete / abstract
3. ____________________   concrete / abstract
4. ____________________   concrete / abstract
5. ____________________   concrete / abstract
6. ____________________   concrete / abstract
7. ____________________   concrete / abstract
8. ____________________   concrete / abstract
9. ____________________   concrete / abstract
10. ____________________   concrete / abstract
11. ____________________   concrete / abstract
12. ____________________   concrete / abstract
13. ____________________   concrete / abstract
14. ____________________   concrete / abstract
15. ____________________   concrete / abstract
16. ____________________   concrete / abstract
17. ____________________   concrete / abstract
18. ____________________   concrete / abstract
19. ____________________   concrete / abstract
20. ____________________   concrete / abstract
2. Choose Strong Verbs
a. “Made” and “Performed” Verb Phrases.  An otherwise-strong verb can get buried in a weak verb phrase.  “Made”, “make”, “perform”, and “performed” are often used in verb phrases such as “made the decision” when it would have been simpler and stronger to say “decided.”  Search your paper for instances of these culprits and note the number of instances each was used in a verb phrase. 

1. Made







_____
2. Make







_____
3. Performed






_____
4. Perform






_____
b. Not To Be.  There are many uses for forms of “to be”; some of them are good, but many are bad.  Forms of “to be” such as “is”, “was” and “were” often get appended to active verbs and slow them down as in “is beginning” rather than “begins” or “is dependent” rather than “depends.”  Forms of “to be” also get used in many passive constructs such as “is monitored” and “is determined.”  Passive isn’t universally bad, but it is over used. Search the article for forms of “to be” and count how many of each time of bad instance there is:

1. Slowed (such as “is dependent”)



_____
2. Needlessly Passive





_____
Ch 7
Language: Being Familiar

c. Avoiding or Defining Unfamiliar Terms.  The first step to handling jargon is recognizing it, so make a list of five or more specialized terms in the article that, if you were explaining the article to the class, you’d need to define or avoid using. For one of these, write a definition or a substitute that you would use for the class.

d. Abbreviations.  Abbreviations are worth introducing and defining only if they’ll be used several times, and if they are not used for more than a page or two, they should be redefined when used once more.  Scan your article for any abbreviations, then answer the following.
1. Are the abbreviations used enough to justify being abbreviated in the first place?

2. Are the abbreviations defined on their first use?

3. If there is a lapse in an abbreviation’s use, is it redefined the next time it’s used?

e. Analogies & Examples  

i. Examples make the general (and forgettable) specific (and memorable).  Search your article for examples; words like “example”, “like”, “imagine”, “consider”, and “case” may help you locate them.)   Does your article employ any?  If so, are they effective?
ii. Analogies there may be a prejudice in articles against “fluff” that makes the article accessible to the non-expert, and analogies demand imagination, but they do help the reader.  Does your article employ any?  If so, are they effective?
