Chapter 4 & 5 Critique Exercise                Sr. Group Member:__________________

4. Language: Being Precise
a. Choosing the Right Word.  Does the article generally use precise language and, when referring to the same thing multiple times, does it use consistent language?  
Give an example of precise or imprecise language usage in the article.

b. Are absolutes, like “always” or “never”, employed?  If so, give an example.
c. Choosing the Right Level of Detail.  Does the article usually lead into a point with a generality and then follow up with supporting details, or is it sometimes too superficial or too dense with details? 
Describe an example of either a section / paragraph that does a good or a bad job of mixing generality and specificity.

5. Language: Being Clear
Provide examples of some of the following in the article you read for today, and suggest how they could be improved.
a. Needless Complexity
i. Needlessly Complex Word Choice: Using a complex word (such as those in table 5.1) when a simple one would have sufficed.
ii. Needlessly Complex Phrases:  Using lengthy strings of modifiers, when descriptive sentences would have been easier to follow.

iii. Needlessly Complex Sentences: Using convoluted or unnecessarily formal syntax or using long sentences that attempt to communicate too many different pieces of information.
b. Ambiguity
i. Ambiguous Syntax: A poorly placed modifier that gave a sentence ambiguous, unintended, or unclear meaning.  
ii. Ambiguous Pronouns:  Pronouns that could be interpreted as referring to more than one subject. 
c. Ambiguous Punctuation: Missing punctuation which made the reading awkward or even changed the over-all meaning of the sentence. 

